Social Studies AP
The American Revolution: The Boston Massacre - Primary, Document Analysis

Name T Date

References: Boston Massacre handout notes; illustration in Crossroads p. 304
Assignment

In your group, study the ilustration of the Boston Massacre and read the notes. Then prepare for
- a whole-group discussion on the following points:

o What are the discrepancies or inconsisfencies betlween the illustration and the wriften
accouni? '

» What bias is represented in the illustration? How do you know?

e How credible is the illustrafion in representing the events of the Boston Massacre? Defend
your answer with specific details.




The Boston Massacre

By 1770 Boston was an occupied town. It had been compelled tq accept the presence of
four regiments of British regulars. For eighteen months they had treated the inhabitants with
insolence, posted sentries in front of public offices, engaged in street fights with the town
boys, and used the Boston Common for flogging unruly soldiers and exercising troops (then
acting governor, Lt. Governor Thomas Hutchinson of Massachusetts, refuted these
allegations).

It began when a young barber's apprentice by the name of Edward Garrick shouted an insult
at Hugh White, a soldier of the 29th Regiment on sentry duty in front of the Customs House
(a symbaol of royal authority). White gave the apprentice a knock on the ear with the butt of
his rifle. The boy howled for help, and returned with a sizable and unruly crowd, chiefly boys
and youths, and, pointing at White, said, "There's the son of a bitch that knocked me down!"
Someone rang the bells in a nearby church. This action drew more people into the street.
The sentry found himself confronting an angry mob. He stood his ground and called for the
main guard. Six men, led by a corporal, responded. They were soon joined by the officer on
duty, Captain John Preston of the "28th," with guns unloaded but with fixed bayonets, fo
White's reiief.

The crowd soon swelled to almost 400 men. They began pelting the soldiers with snowballs
and chunks of ice. Led by a huge mulatto, Crispus Attucks, they surged to within inches of
the fixed bayonets and dared the soldiers to fire. The soldiers loaded their guns, but the
crowd, far from drawing'back, came close, calling out, "Come on you rascals, you bloody
backs, you lobster scoundrels, fire if you dare, God damn you, fire and be damned, we know
you dare not," and striking at the soldiers with clubs and a cutlass.

Where upon the soldiers fired, killing three men outright and mortaily Wéiunding two others.
The mob fled. As the gun smoke cleared, Crispus Attucks and four others lay dead or dying.
Six more men were wounded but survived.

Captain Preston, the soldiers, and four men in the Customns House alleged to have fired
shots from it were promptly arrested, indicted for murder, and held in prison pending trial for
murder in the Massachusetts Superior Court, which prudently postponed the frial until the
fall, thus giving the people of Boston and vicinity from whom the jury would be drawn, time to
coal off.

All troops were immediately withdrawn from town. John Adams defended the soldiers at their
trials (Oct. 24-30 and Nov. 27-Dec. 5, 1770); Preston and four men were acquitted, while two
soldiers were found guilty of manslaughter and released after being branded on the hand.

The calm with which the outcome of the trials was accepted doubtless was attributable in

- large measure to the evidence at the trials that the soldiers had not fired until they were

attacked. But another important factor was the withdrawal of the troops from Boston
immediately after the "Massacre." The sending of British warships and troops to Boston for
the protection of the American Customs Board and the "Massacre" resulting from the
presence of troops there were, however, ultimately of great significance in the movement
toward the revolution.

The "Massacre" served as antl-Bntlsh propaganda for Boston radicals and elsewhere

heightened American fears of standing armies.
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